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AT THE REQUEST OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF 
BOSTON, 


IN COMMEMORATION OF THE ANNIVERSARY 
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‘By JOHN LOWELL, jus. 
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“ He who has no Religion at all,is that terrible animal who perceives his 
liberty only when he tears in pieces, and when he devours.” 


o Montefquiew’s Spirit of Laws.—A French writers 


“ Ags diftant as heaven is from earth, fo is the frue fpirit of Equality from 
that of extreme Equality. When the {pirit of extreme Fquality pervades a 
nation, Virtue can no longer fubfift in the republic. The people are de- 
firous of exercifing the funétions of the magiftrate, who ceafes to be rever- 
ed. Licentioufnefs will foon become general. Wives, children, flaves will 
fhake off all fubjection : No longer will there be any fuch things as man- 
ners, order or virtue.” The fame. 


Do the Direétory of France acknowledge any other right than their 
convenience? But I underftand you—The treaties ! the promifes! the 
oaths! Look at Geneva!! Did not their Agent, Adet, tell them the fol- 
lowing lie?“ I assure you that the French people will never do any 
thing againft your independence.” Mallet du Pan. 
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TOWN VOTE. 


Ar a Meeting of the Frecholders and other Inhabitants of the town of 
Bofton, duly qualified and legally warned in public Town-Meeting, affem- 
bled at Faneuil-Hall, the 4th day of July, A. D. 17993 

ON MOTION, /oted, That the Sele&men be, and hereby are appoint- 
eda Committee to wait on OHN LOWELE, jen. Efq. in the name of 
the town, and thank him for the elegant and fpirited ORATION, this day 
delivered by him at the requeft of the town, upon the Anniverfary of the 
Independence of the United States of America, in which, according to the 
inftitution of the town, he confidered the feelings, manners, and principles, 
which led to that great National Event—and to requeft of him a copy for 


the prefs. 
Atteft. WILLIAM COGPER, Town-Clerk. 


a 


BOSTON, Fuly 5, 1799. 
CENTLEMEN, 

IT would be affe@ation to apologize for fubmitting the following fheets 
to the prefs,’ when invariable cuftom has rendered it indifpenfable. If any 
thing which I have faid fhall, contribute in the fmalleft degree to raife the 
thermometer of national pride, or to preferve it from finking, I fhall be moft 
amply rewarded. : 

With refpect and confideration, 
Your humble Servant, 
JOHN LOWELL, jun, 
The Scleétmen of Bofton, : 
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SHALL America be free or enflaved ? 
Shall fhe be an humble province, an ignominious 
tributary, a tame vaffal, a beaft of burden, to a 
proud, overbearing, oppreflive, foreign govern- 
ment ? 
Suci were the indignant queftions, which agi- 
tated our high-fpirited countrymen on the 4th 
July, 1776, The appeal was made to the Moft 
High! The decifion is regiftered on the archives 
of Heaven |—and gratitude impels us folemnly to 
commemorate the occafions which gave it birth. 
Tue hiftory of the oppreffions which we fuffered 
or were preparing for us, is frefh in the memory 
of every American. It has been depiétured a thou- 
fand times with the glow of Genius, and with the 
fervor of Patriotifm. It has been occafionally bur- 
nifhed by reiterated wrongs. It has been perpetu- 
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ally pueferved, polifhed,-and colored by a fermi- 

“@able faction, ftimulated by Gallic intrigue. With 
your permiflion therefore, my fellow-citizens, 1 
will afflume the Advecate, rather than the Hifto- 
riany—and will vindicate the glorious feelings, 
manners, and principles which led to our Revolu- 
tion, from the opprobrium, the calumny, the grofs 
mifreprefentation with. which they have been af- 
failed. 

Tue feelings of 1776 were thofe of high- minded 
Freemen. ‘he manners were dictated by unful- 
lied virtue, uncorrupted fimplicity, and pure and 
undefiled Religion. The principles were an ardent 
Love of Liberty—an unconquerable Spirit of In- 
dependence—a hatred of foreign dominion—a 
deteftaition of domeftic-oppreffion. * Recent as has 
been our, Revolution, -virtuous as it was in its 
principle, juft- in-its sdefign, honorable to the 
feelings which originated it, moderate and pacific 
in its progrefs, and brilliant in its termination, it 
has been its fate in common with all other good 
and great things to-be grofsly paiatlceiiods, or 
avilfully calumniated. 

We have the misfortune to live in an age of 
violent Revolution... A new fpirit- of Chivalry, 
more Quixotic, more fanguinary, and more de- 
ftructive than that which formerly deluged Europe 
in blood—a blind and novel fanaticifm, more vio- 
lent, and lefs reftrained by moral fentiments, than 
that of the Crufaders of former ages, have feized 
upon the paflions, have inflamed the imaginations, 
and threaten to’ deftroy the repofe of the whole 
vis Civilized 
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Civilized World. Not content with overthrow~. 
ing defpotifms-~-with deftroying monarchies---with 
: fubverting ariftocracies,—without the requeft, and 
-againft the will of the People, who are mot inter- 
efted in their fate——Not fatisfied with attacking. 
and deftroying happy and peaceable Republics, 
which had the prefcription of ages to prove their. 
title to enjoyment and quiet, this reftlefs and infer- 
nal {pirit is employed with equal ardor, and with, 
equal malevolence in undermining the only ftable 
foundations of Social Order and Happineis. 

_ Tus Lawof Nations oppofed the propagation. 
of this medern principle, and the “ mufty and 
worm-caten” authorities of Grotius and Puffen-. 
dorf, like cobwebs, muft be fwept away by the 
Revolutionary brufh. ‘The Civil Law_regulating, 
and enforcing the ContraGs of individuals, and 
prefcribing the titles to property, was 2 feeble bar- 
viet againft a dodrine which deftroyed all Cen- 
tracts, and levelled all Property ; it became a badge 
of Feudal. Slavery, and mult be abrogated... The. 
code of Criminal Law was a reftraint upon the pu- 
rity and patviotifm of pirates, and allailins, and. 
net ore relic of fuch tyrannical eltabiithments 
muft flain the pages of Revolutionary Hiftory- 

Tue civil infitutions of Socicty were a check. 
upon the inordinate luis and paflions of mankind ;- 
they were fome protection to the caule of order 
and ancient eftablifhments ; they mult be abolithed 
as the fruits of blind and ignorant prejudicese 
The moral and wirtuous habits of the common 
people in all countrics fettertd their underftands 
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ings; ahd reftrained them from embracing with 
ardor the feductive doétrines of “ Liberty and 
Equality”—the liberty of plundering their neigh- 
bors, and the equality of Crime; fuch fatal hab- 
its muft be fubverted, or this new-light Doétrine 
muft perifh. The Chriftian Religion, which taught 
mankind to reverence their Rulers; the belief of 
a Future State, which reftrained villains from 
enormities which their paflions would prompt 
them to execute; the exiftence of an omnifcient 
Gop, which awes the moft abandoned, whom hu- 
man laws cannot fetter; thefe were prejudices 
which tyrannized over the human underftanding ; 
they muft therefore be ridiculed as the errors of 
weak and fuperficial minds; they muft be uproot- 
ed, or the mild and philofophic reign of the 
“ Rights of Man” cannot be firmly fixed and per- 
manently eftablifhed. ~ 
oat fine, this Revolutionary Hydra, more terrif- 
ic than ‘any fpectre which poetic fancy has de- 
fcribed, more horrid in its afpect than the much 
famed Gorgon, more carnivorous than the Mon- 
fter of Thebes, more baleful than the moft por- 
tentous Meteor, which has ever affrighted the imag- 
inations of mankind, has fpared, in its deftructive 
progrefs, neither age, nor fex, nor helplefs infancy, 
nor cuftoms, nor manners, nor ties, nor principles. 
Mercy forms no part of its attributes ; Humanity 
is not a handmaid which appears in the train of its 
followers ; Innocence fupplicates it in vain; in- 
exorable to the demands of Juftice, or to the mild- 
er claims of pity. In propagating Liberty, it has 

eftablifhed 
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cftablifhed the worft of flavery. Profefling to fe- 
cure the rights of man, it has thrown down all 
the barriers which have hitherto proteéted them. 
It has let loofe upon Society the moft ferocious 
paflions of the worft of men. Virtue it has perfe- 
cuted—Vice it has patronized and rewarded. 
Induftry has been robbed of the fruits of its la- 
bor, to enrich and to pamper the lazy and the 
diffolute. Not confining itfelf to the wretched 
luxury of depriving mankind of the external com- 
forts of life, it has burrowed into the inmoft re- 
cefles of the human heart, and tried to play the 
Tyrant over the Confcience. To make and to 
keep men Slaves, it has ftripped them of thofe vir 
tues and of thofe.principles which alone fit them 
to befree. Whatever was eftablifhed it has over- 
turned—Whatever was ancient it has modernie 
zed—Whatever was virtuous it has corrupted— 
Whatever was refpectable it has ridiculed~—What- 
ever was facred it has profaned. In licu of order, 
it has fubftituted confufion—lIn place of obedience, 
it has organized infurre@tion—In the room of gov- 
ernment, it has eftablifhed anarchy—In the ftead of 
Religion, it has propagated Atheifm. It has made 
man as wretched as he is capable in this world, and 
it has perfecuted him beyond the grave, by depri 
ving him of the hopes of future happinefs, as @ 
folace for prefent mifery. dn fine, it has thrown 
Law, Order, Morals, eftablifhed Inftitutions, ‘Re- 
ligion, every thing but the Solid Globe which we 
inhabit, into a ftate of Volcanic eruption, of cha- 
otic confufion. i : 

B Tus 
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“Tuts is but a faint picture of the modern Revo- , 
lutionary Spirit. It would require the hand and 
coloring of a matter, of a Burxe, or of an Ames, 
to give to it its genuine tints, its living expreflion. 
And is this the fiend-like {pirit to which our glori- 
ous revolutionary “ principles, feelings, and man- 
ners” have been compared? Is this the Liberty 
which is faid to have been an emanation from our 
own? Is this the Freedom fo often recommended to 
our patronage and fupport, as the Legitimate Off- 
fpring of the pure and virtuous Flame which anima- 
ted the breafts of Americans? It is a counterfeit, 
not a Legitimate Progeny. To call this Liberty is a 
grofs perverfion of language——It is a wilful calumny 
upon the beft and moft diftinguifhed patriots—lIt 
is a nefarious Libel upon the principles of our Rev- 
olution. To give it credit and currency, would be 
to fix an eternal ftigma upon the American Char- 
aéter. Our hoary Patriots would rife up, and dit 
claim their fhare of the difgrace. Our departed 
Heroes and Statefmen would burft their cold im- 
prifonments, and vindicate their memories from 
the unmerited reproach. They would difdain 
to partake with Briffot, and Danton, and Rob- 
efpierre, and Merlin, and Talleyrand, the difgrace- 
ful infamy of this modern, murderous, peTsatics: 
ary Theory. 

Be it our tafk then, my Fellow-Citizens, to ref: 
cue the character of the American Revolution from 
this. unmerited obloquy. That illuftrious event 
had its origin in the jufteft principles, in the nobleft 
feelings, in the pureft motives. It was not the 
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blind and convulfive effort of flavery to fhake off 
fetters and manacles of defpotifm ; but it was the 
_ calm, the difpaffionate, the auguft refolution of en- 
lightened Freemen, to refift the earlieft encroach- 
ments.of arbitrary power. It did not proceed from 
a mere inftinctive ftruggle to get rid of prefent fuf- 
fering ; but it was a penetrating forefight, anda de- 
termined oppofition to future ufurpation. Con- 
formable to the reétitude of its principles, and to 
the wifdom of its actors, was the equal and mode- 
rate temperature of its progrefs. Internally, Ame- 
rica exhibited no marks of a wild and fanatic Rev- 
olution. No Vendean war imbrued the hands of 
our Citizens in the blood of their brethren—No 
Revolutionary Tribunal was glutted with the gore 
of the innocent victims of revenge and of avarice— 
No Savage Females exhibited the ghaftly vifages of 
the victims of popular fury, with Cannibal-like 
Triumph—No helplefs Infants were torn from the 
anguifhed breafts of their mothers, and impaled 
alive upon the pikes of our National Soldiery. In 
our Courts of Juftice, no pretended material and 
moral proofs were ever fubftituted in the place 
of Teftimony. In our Legiflatures, no galleries 
abridged their Independence, no mountain awed 
their deliberations. No Robefpierre in our Revo- 
Jution was permitted to take the Liberties of the 
People under his kind protection—-And no Marat 
has rendered our National Character execrable, by 
* 

the favage atrocities which he perpetrated. 
In their principles, the People of America were as 
correct and exemplary as in their ont Ditftri- 
ai butive 
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butive Juftice, Civil Subordination, Moral Reéti- 
tude, Religious Inftitutions, were as highly refpect- 
ed asin times of ordinary quiet. They had no {pirit 
of conqueft, no paffion for univerfal domination. 
Their patriotifm was of the old fafhioned kind— 
It was the love of their country, and of their neigh. 
bour—not the modern Philanthropy of Paine and. 
of Godwin, which perfuades us to defpife the tender 
affections which play about the human heart, to 
contemn the ties of kindred, to hate our own Coun- 
try, and to embrace with ardor the human race. 
The Syftem of Morals preferved by our Patriots, did 
not teach them that man was not entitled to the 
fruits of his own labor; that property was not 
tranfmiffible to the children for whom it was ace 
quired ; that the end juttifies the means ; that mar- 
riage is a folemn farce ; and that mankind may live 
forever: No—thefe difcoveries in Ethics and Phyf- 
ies were referved for the modern Hluminati, and 
we, my Fellow-Citizens, will relinquifh to them, 


without q murmur, the exclufive benefits of their 
invention. 


*FRom the moment we affumed the attitude and 
character of a nation, obedience, peaceable fubmif- 
fion to the conftituted authorities, have been the 
ftanding creed of Americans, In what page of 
the Conftitution of the moft revolutionary State 
will you find infurre@ion inculcated as a fa 
cred duty ? Knowledge has been revered in this 
country, as the fureft folid foundation for genu- 

ine 

“ The extreme length of the performance, and the feeble health of the 
Speaker, obliged him.to omit the two following pages in the delivery. 
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“jheefreedom? Seminaries of learning have been 
- foinded: and encouragedgrand the means of gen- 
eral education have been diffufed and cultivated. 
We did not with barbarian ferocity obliterate 
githe monuments of learning and genius. The 
American populace did not with Vandal rage de- 
firoy the ancient claffics, becaufe they were often 
printed for the ufe and by the permiflion of ty- 
rants. In our Legiflatures, no Chabot denounced 
learned men, becaufé the name was fynonymous 
with Ariftocrat; no Dumas dared to propofe, 
that all men of genius fhould be guillotined; no 
Robefpierre ventured to declare, that there ought 
only to exift one. The declaration of American 
Independence, which we this day celebrate, con« 
tains a folemn appeal to the Supreme Being. It 
profeffes a humble reliance on Divine Providence 
_ for proteétion and fupport. The fame vencra- 
tion for Religion has brightened every footitep of 
our Revolution, The Moft High Gop was the 
Pillar of Fire by night, and the Cloud by day, to 
conduct us through the thorny paths of our dif. 
ficulties and diftrefles. We have not been afham- 
ed to acknowledge our crucified Saviour, nor to 
take up the crof and follow him, in this age of 
fathionable Infidelity. Here no mad Fanatic of 
_ Liberty dared to denounce the Altars of the Al. 
mighty! Here no atheiftical Infidels ventured to 
arraion the majefty, and to provoke the venge- 
ance of the Deity! Here no wretched libertines 
fubRituted a courtezan as an objet of profane 
adoration, and no High-Prieft performed the 
mockery 
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mockery of religious rites to the moft proftituted 
of her fex! We have not in this country perfe- 
cuted the pious Teachers of the Gofpel ; we have 
not driven them from thefe facred defks, and 
hunted them like wild beafts from the haunts of 
men: If they have of late been fcandaloufly vili- 
fied and abufed bysthe fervile copyifts of the Phi- 
lofophers of France, it is becaufe they have ren- 
dered the meed of merit to the Government of 
the United States. But let them be confoled 
with the reflection, that their Lord and Mafter 
was expofed to the like ridicule, and that our Sa- 
viour himfelf was denounced in France as an Arif 
tocrat, becaufe he rendered unto “ Royal” Cefar 
the things that were Czfar’s. To reduce this ex- 
tenfive picture to.a fingle contrafted view, the 
principles of France, as explained by their praétice, 
tend to eftablifh in every country the govern- 
ment of the fword, “to reduce mankind to the 
two fimple clafles of Soldiers and Cerfs,’’* while 
ours lead fimply to a mild government of Laws. 
and Manners, founded on the folid and facred ba- 
fis of Rational Liberty and Revealed Religon. 

Sucu, Americans, were the glorious “feelings, 
manners, and principles,” which ftimulated you 
to aflume an independent rank among the nations 
of the earth. 

‘Worthy of fuch principles is the form of Gov- 
ernment which you wifely framed and calmly 
adopted. Worthy of fuch feelings and manners 

are 
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are the enlightened Statefmen, whom you have 
ever chofen to adminifter it. 


~ Can we recal to our recolleG@ion our diftin- 


_ guifhed Patriots and Statefmen, and refufe one 


tributary tear, one folitary figh to the memory of 
our lately extinguifhed Luminary? Shall the 
fplendor and feftivity of this Anniverfary, fo late- 
ly honored by thy prefence and enlivened by thy 
f{miles, make us ceafe to remember thee, thou bleft 
and immortal Shade? “Remember thee? yes, from 
the tablets of our memories we'll wipe away all 
trivial fond records, all faws of books, all forms, 
all preflures paft which time and obfervation cop- 
ied there, and thy bright virtues all alone fhall 
ftand within the book and volume of our brains, 
unmixed with bafer matter. Yes, by heav- 


Bur are there no dangers which threaten you 2 
Is there no lurking {pirit of apoftacy which med- 
itates the fubverfion of this fair Fabric, the fruit 
of all your labors and of all your toils? 

Ir this celebration is not merely a pompous and 
ufelefs ceremonial, it is my duty to hold up the 
mirror to the failings and vices of my country- 
men ; to appeal to their confciences, as well as to 
illuftrate their virtues; to depicture the abrupt 
precipices which endanger, as well as the verdant 
lawns which variegate the land{cape ; to exhibit 
the black whirlwind, the fierce tornado big with 
deftruction, as well as the mild rainbow which 
beautifies the fcene. We are enveloped with dan- 

gers, 
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gers, domeftic and foreign. We have enemics 
without, and traitors within. We muft repel the 
one, and reftrain the other. ; 
To expect to be free from a domeftic faction, is _ 
as mad as to look for a golden age ; it is as vifion- 
ary as the hope of univerfal liberty ; it is as fruit- 
lefs' as the fearch after the philofopher’s ftone. 
As in the natural, fo in the political world, the 
Tree of Liberty cherifhes its own deftroyers. 
Although it is planted by Patriotifm, and nourith- 
ed and protected by Loyalty, yet the deftructive 
infects of Faction will generate and fatten upon 
its luxuriance, will blight, and almoft deftroy the 
very verdure which fupports them. So long as 
men have patlions, they will have vices; fo long 
as the globe laits, there will be diftin@ions in fo- 
ciety. Nature, Education, and Fortune, are not 
equal in the diftribution of their favors. This 
manis an Ariftocrat in underftanding, that a Jaco- 
bin in heart. There will always be the lazy and 
the induftrious, the drones and the working 
bees; of neceflity the poor and the rich, the ig- 
norant and the well informed. There will be ever 
gloomy Jealoufy, fufpicious of its fuccefsful neigh- _ 
bour; dark and lurking Envy, corroded by for- 
tunate Virtue; proud and towering Ambition, 
feeking elevation upon the necks of the people. 
The laft is the “ Serpent which fwallows that of 
Aaron, and of all the reft.”’* 
A FREE Government is the very hot-bed of 
ambition. Ambition is an indigenous plant in 
Democracies, 
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_» Democracies, which produces and fcatters its feeds 
like the Balfamine, and propagates with indefcrib- 
able rapidity. In fuch governments, therefore, 
there is always a plentiful crop of Candidates for 
promotion; of proud and haughty claimants, as 
well as fervile beggars of popular favor. Thefe 
gormandizers of popularity are ho Epicures ; 
they have not very nice difcriminating palates. 
They are ready to tafte the fweets of every office, 
from the high dignity of the Prefidency, down to 
othe loweft municipal employment in theState. Still, 
however, with this humble fpirit of accommoda- 
tion, they cannot all be gratified. The difappoint- 
ed will purfue their revenge with an acrimony 
proportioned to the ravenous hunger after fame 
which impelled them. The mortified ambitious 
are never in want of tools to carry on the trade 
of faction. The ignorant, the jealous, and the 
envious ; the bankrupt in morals and character, 
and the infolvent in purfe, are the {mall weapons, 
with which the great Leviathans in oppofition 
continually operate. Review the paft hiftory of 
the United States, and what page is there in 
which the proofs of thefe principles are not in- 
feribed ?. Coeval with our Government has been 
an inveterate oppofition ; an oppofition growing 
with our growth, and ftrengthening with our 
firength. At firft fmall and feeble, it uttered its 
difcontents only in the gentle whifpers of difap. 
probation; now, bold, hardy, and fhamelefs, it 
unders its anathemas in the language of rebell- 
ion, We have remarked that faction is the fpon- 
3g tancous 
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taneous production of a free foil ; but like all na 
tive plants, it is not deftined wholly to deftroys 
the vegetation which furrounds it. It is by the 
introduction of exotics alone, that the work of 
extermination can be effected. In vain would our 
domeftic enemies affail the goodly Fabric of our 
Conftitution ;* vain would be the calumny againft . 
our ableft Patriots; feeble and nervelefs would — 
be the affaults of our internal enemies, if they 
were not fupported by foreign gold, and encou- 
raged by external afliftance. Without this aid, 
our infant Hercules would have ftrangled the re- | 
bellious reptile in his cradle. Still our young and 
vigorous Samfon would have burft afunder the _ 
cords with which an infidious faction had bound _ 
him, if this internal foe had not entered into 2 
Treaty of Alliance, offenfive and defen five, with | 
a foreign adverfary. | 
To the Mazzeian tribe of Philofophers are we — 
indebted for the introduction of this foreign Aux. 
ilary. From the Treaty of 1778 to the prefent — 
hour, thefe Gratitudinarians have ftunned our ears 
with the magnanimity, the difinterefted benevo- 
lence of Monarchical and Anti-Monarchical France. 
In former times, Gratitude was confidered as a 
relative, perfonal, and rational virtue. It was a 
generous fentiment, flowing from the tendereft feel- 
ings of the heart of the perfon who received, to- 
wards one who had conferred a benefit. In the 
vocabulary of modern Philofophy, it has a direétly 
oppofite meaning. According to this new-light, 
and inhuman doétrine, we are to love the perfecu- 
tors 
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Four Patrons. We are to hate Louis the 
. who ordered his armies and navies.to our 
and we are to cherifh the Regicides who 

ht his head to the fcaffold. Nor does this 

ural fentiment fop here, Like the loyalty 
he Vicar of Bray, it is to change with the daily 
which obfcure the Parifian fky. From the 
o, it mutt be transferred to the Fayettes and 
From the Petions, to the Briffotines. 


for aught we know, to Beelzebub himéelf, the arch 
fend of Revolution. Still we could forgive this 
weathercock fenfibility, if we could difcern one ray 
of relief from this oppreflive obligation. 

_ Bur payments and requitals {well rather than 
— dimi ‘ith our debt. Robbery, perfidy, and mur- 
 derfrom the hands of our benefaétors, are, accord- 
“ to. this new Philofophy, but frefh ftimuli to 

: ateful fentiments. 

We could almoft overlook all thefe abfurdities, 
which outrage the beft feelings of human nature, 
if it had not been infifted upon, that we fhould 
‘ make a perpetual. league and covenant with thefe 

pretended benefactors; that we fhould fit down 
. partake of their banquet ; that we fhould fip 
ir poifonous drugs, and “ be as mad as they ;” 
at we fhould throw off our ancient virtues, and 


‘array ourfelves in the difgufting habiliments of 
their 


[ 20 J 


their vices ; that we fhould difcard our own Re: _ 
ligion, and become profelytes to their Atheiftical 
Syftem, as intolerant as it is blafphemous. 

THz Gallic faction in this country would not — 
have merited fo full a fhare of our execration, if 
they had contented themfelves with echoing in | 
fonorous plaudits, the bombaftic.details of French | 


victories, or if they had confined themfelves to the 


patriotic pleafure of degrading their own country, 4 

by attributing its Freedom and Independence to _ 
the arms and generofity of France. But they have — 

done it aninjury which I fear may be irreparable ; _ 

they have infliéted a wound in the bofom of their _ 
Parent, of which fhe « languithes, and languifhing E 
may die,” By propagating the diforganizing, de- 
moralizing, atheiftical principles of France; by ~ 
inculcating the holy right of Infurreétion ; by jut 
tifying the inhuman and favage atrocities which — 
have difgraced the French Revolution 3 by ap. | 


plauding her perfidious violations of the Laws of 4 


Nations ; by encouraging venal prefles in the pay; 
or under the influence of France; by promoting 
and cultivating a fpirit of audacious calumny 
againft every Patriot, diftinguifhed by his virtue | 
and his talents ; by introducing, republifhing, and — 
{catering the immoral, irreligious, and deleterious 
productions of Condorcet, of Volney, of Paine, 
and of Godwin ; and laftly, and worft of all, by 
eftablithing fecret, affiliated focieties, which have 
organized oppofition, which have fyftematized 
treafon, which have marfhalled all the vices of 
mankind againit law and order; and which, al- 

though 
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though they were banifhed from the public eye, 
and driven into their lurking places by the virtu- 
ous frowns of our WasHINGTON, have been bufi- 
ly employed in fapping the foundations of fociety, 
and may ere long {pring a mine, which fhall blow 
up our Conftitution and Liberties. 

Sucu are the domeftic dangers which threaten 
our repofe. Our external hazards are not lefs im- 
minent or lefs obvious. ‘To fay that France threat- 
ens our fubverfion—that fhe meditates the de- 
ftruction of our libertics—that fhe has long waged 
an open, and carried on a fecret war againft our 
Rights and our Independence, would be but to 
repeat the language of every honeft American, 
for thefe two years paft, would be but the detail 
of her agegreflions and her outrages. Does any 
man doubt that France is imitating the policy of 
Philip of Macedon, or of the Roman Republicans ? 
Does he queftion whether the ftupendous {chemes 
of Univerfal Conqueft, conceived by Louis XIV. 
are received by his more ambitious and tyrannical 
fucceflors, the Directory of France? Let him afk 
the enflaved Batavians, who are tafting Gallic Free- 
dom under the Pike and the Halbert. Let him in- 
quire of the opprefled Belgians who have been im- 
~ pelled to the madnefs of defperation, and to open 
rebellion, againft their favage and ferocious op- 
preflors. Let him mingle with the unhappy Ge- 
nevans, and compare their prefent ruinous free- 
dom with their former profperous flavery. Let 
him perufe the hiftory of Venice emancipated from 


the pretended tyranny of its Doge, and its arif- 
tocracy 
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tocracy to be fold, by its perfidious deliverers, like 
an African flave, or like an inanimate chattel. If 
he ftill doubts, let him apply to the wretched in- 
habitants of Switzerland, whofe valour was only 
equalled by their happinefs ; whofe freedom and 
independence were only rivalled by their juttice, 
moderation, good faith, and love of peace. They 
can inform him of the tender mercies of French- 
ten. The peafants of Switzerland can exhibit 
the iron chefts from whence the fruits of their la- 
bor have been plundered by their generous eman- 
cipators. They can point to their beautiful daugh- 
ters, brutally defiled by thefe friends to the Rights 
of Man, ‘They can lead him to the enfanguined 
vallies, where whole hecatombs of Freemen were 
immolated by Gallic worfhippers, to the ferocious 
Goddefs of Equality. 

Wuar hopes have we then to inks this rayen- 
ous, this infatiable Montter, whofe fupport is plun- 
der, whofe nutriment is carnage, whofe paftime 
is to infli@ human wretchednefs ? Have we any 
reafon to expect its forbearance, to hope for its 
friendfhip, to truft to its moderation, or to confide 
in its juftice? Iafk you, my mercantile friends, 
whofe fhips and whofe cargoes the French have 
taken into their difinterefted keeping. I appeal to 
you, my honeft, hardy, and brave feamen and fel- 
low citizens, who have experienced their generof- 
ity in nakednefs, and hunger, their freedom in a 
dungeon, and their tendernefs in ftripes, and at 
the end of their fabres. 


Bur 
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Bur there are fome of the honeft part of my fel- 
low citizens, who are yet dupes to their diplo- 
matic fkill, Swayed by a daftardly love of peace, 
awed by the uninanly terrors of hoftility, they are 
too prone to give credence to their perfidious and 
deceitful profeflions. They are weak enough to 
believe that a fudden and miraculous converfion 
has overtaken thefe political reprobates : ‘hat, 
abandoning their love of conqguelt, and of plunder, 
as a Serpent cafts his flsin, or a Harlequin his coat,, 
thefe pious and dilinterefted philofophers are fin. 
cerely difpofed to bury paft diffenfions, to over- 
look, generous friends ! to overlook the injuries 
we have done to them, andto beftow upon us as 4 
retribution fer plundered millions, the kifs fra~ 
ternal, and profitable and honorable mention ia. 
the bulletin of the Grand Republique. 

To fuch men, I cannot better reply, than by 2 
reference to the fentiments of our beloved Prefi- 
dent, in his late public anfwers and declarations—~ 
a man who is as much above praife as the Directory 
of France are beyond execration, “ Although 
(fays that great Statefman) our government has 
exhaufted all the refources of its policy, in endeav- 
ors to avoid engaging in the prefent uproar,— 
neither the Faith, Juftice, or Gratitude of France 
would fuffer it to fucceed.” “In my opinion as 
well as yours, there is no alternative, between war 
and fubmiflion to France.” “¢ You {ee that neither 
juftice nor moderation can fecure us from a par- 
ticipation in the war, which has agitated Europe.” 
* America is of too much importance, for the pur- 


pofes 
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pofes of wealth, and power, to leave her the {malleft 
hope of efcaping, without her own determined ex- 
ertions, the contagion of the general diftemper.” 

Sucu are the fentiments of the firft Statefman in 
our Country. Sentiments fo juft, and truths fo 
momentous, cannot be too extenfively embraced, 
or too carefully cherifhed, to guard the public 
mind againft falfe hopes of pacification. Affailed 
by the infidious arts of that Machiavelian Cabinet ; 
courted and folicited to renew the difgraceful train 
of delufive negociations ; the Prefident nobly 
{purned the Olive-branch, under the leaves of 
which was concealed a Dagger. He knew that the 
Serpent had power to charm the bird which it def- 
tined for its prey. He was aware that the “ Ty- 
ger crouches before he leaps upon his ‘victim.’ 
He refufed to permit his minifters even to pafs 
over to France, until they fhould have affurances 
that they fhould be received, refpected, and hon- 
ored, as the Reprefentatives of a great, free, and 
independent Nation. 

Bur, Americans, why fhould you indulge this 
meek, daftardly anxiety and folicitude for peace, 
which you know muft be delufive ? Where is fled 
the magnanimous and unconquerable {pirit of your 
forefathers? Where the courage, where the hero- 
ifm which animated the Patriots of 1776 ? Have 
you not hands and hearts, as well as they? And 
does not your pulfe beat as high for your Rights and 
Independence, as theirs ? Which of you is ready 
to abandon his altar, or his fire-fide ? Will you, my 
military friends, tamely furrender the honor of your 

country, 
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country, with your gleaming bayonets unfhcathed, 
and with your trufty fwords by your fides ? > Will 
you, my youthful brethren, calmly behold thofe 
revolutionizing Gauls violating that innocence, 
which Gop and Nature require you to protect ? 
Suppofe we fhould make peace with thefe rapacious. 
Philofophers—Think you it would be fafe, perma- 
nent, or profitable ? If you entertain an idea fo vif- 
ionary, you know not the enemy you mu/t yet en- 
counter. Has fhe changed her ferocious and ambi- 
tious difpofition ? No. Is the lefs hoftile towards 
the United States? No. What has prompted her 
to extend the Caduceus, to proffer the olive-branch, 
to exhibit a new affectation of friendly fentiments ? 
Tanfwer, Our own Jacobin fadion; our felf-created 
Ambafladors ; our Dr. Logans, and our Joel Bar- 
lows! What are the real views of our external and 
internal enemies, in promoting peace? I reply, To 
reftore the loft influence of France ; to introduce 
a frefh hoft of her myrmidons ; to raife the expir- 
ing {pirit of Jacobinifm, and the courage and con-#* 
fequence of its profeflors ; to fupport new Minif- 
ters and new Confuls to infult us, and ufurp our 
Sovereignty ; to bribe new Chronicles and new 
Auroras ; and finally, to eftablifh a Parifian Re- 
public upon the ruins of our Government ! 

WuaT our enemies fo ardently with, muft be 
our bane—what they dread, muft be its antidote. 
Let us then heroically meet our danger in the face. 
Let us difcard the dangerous idea of falfe, prema- 
ture, and difhonorable Peace. Bountiful Heaven 
has blefled us with a Country rich in refources, 

dD exuberant 
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exuberant in productions; let them not remain 
neglected and ufelefs. Our citizens are numerous, 
enterprifing and brave. Let us then proclaim our 
Rights from the mouths of our Cannon. Let us 
treat with Frenchmen, only at the points of our bay- 
onets. Already our Commerce fails protected 
over the Ocean; already our ftripes and ftars, 
heretofore difgraced, wave triumphant over the 
tri-coloured flag of our enemies. _ 


*¢ Should danger impend, every grove’ fhould « defcend, 
*¢ From the hill-tops they fhaded, our fhores to defend.’”’* 


* Tuen fhall our Navy ride triumphant in every 
clime, and future TrRuxtons be victors of the 
Nile. Difcard a mean, parfimoniaus policy, a dif- 
graceful calculation of pecuniary interefts—Then 
we fhould not want able and courageous defend- 
ers—Then, fhould Gallic lightning affail us, “‘ Our 
WASHINGTON, unmoved, would conduét, with 
his fword, every flath to the deep.” t—Then thefe 
facred Altars of the Moft High fhould be fecured 
from profanation; your wives from defilement, 
and your children from flaughter—Then fhould 
United America join in one choral gratulation of 


* ADAMS, LAW, ano LIBERTY,” 


Then—= 


* Parne’s patriotic and juftly admired Song, “ Adams and Liberty.” 
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Then— 


Ne’er fhould Corumara ftoop to Gallic fway, 

Truft to their arts, or their proud laws obey 5 

One Cent for tribute, nor one homage yield, — 

While yet one Son his trufty fword could wield, 

‘Then fhould our Eacue wing his rapid way 

To the bright regions of unclouded day— | 

Upheld by Juftice—arm’d in Virtue’s caufe— 

Nerv’d to protect our Government and Laws ; 

With vengeful ire fhould hurl the bolts of Fate, 

And pierce proud Gallia’s tyrants in their haughtieft ftate. 


